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Andrew Sorensen walks across the historic Horseshoe with his wife Donna in this undated photo. The bow-tie wearing president led the University of South Carolina from 2002 to 2008.

USC mourns Sorensen's
unexpected Sunday death
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

F

ormer USC President
A nd rew Soren sen , a
ma n k now n for h is
colorf ul bow t ies,
e x t r e me work e t h ic
and compassion for everyone he
met, died unexpectedly in Ohio
Sunday morning. He was 72.
The cause was an apparent heart
attack.
Those who knew him described
h i m a s a br i l l ia nt educ ator,
ded icated f r iend, i n novator,
p r e a c h e r, s i n g e r, t a l e n t e d
f u nd r a iser, sp or t s f a n , av id
reader and tireless fighter for the
underprivileged.

A nd he was friendlier t han
almost anyone you’d ever meet.
Sorensen played with the pep
band at basketball games and
football games, sang with student
a cappella g roups and t h rew
snowballs on the Horseshoe with
students. He rode his bike all over
campus.
“He was a wonderf ul,
wonderful spirit,” USC President
Harris Past ides said. “I can’t
imagine him gone frankly. I spoke
with him approximately a week
ago, and he said he was having the
time of his life.”

'Sorensen is my homeboy'
Andrew Sorensen joined the
University of South Carolina in
2002, leaving his job as president
of the Universit y of A labama .
Sorensen had v isited campus

two years before at the invitation
of Pastides, then Dean of the
Arnold School of Public Health,
to speak at a 25th anniversary of
the school. Pastides and Sorensen
were previously colleagues in
Massachusetts.
“He met then-President John
Palms and many other university
officials during that time and
b e c a me e n a more d w it h t he
University of South Carolina,”
Past ides said. “A nd ever yone
became enamored w it h h im.
When it was time to search for
a new president in 2002, a lot of
minds went to Andrew Sorensen.”
On his first day as president,
Sorensen was escorted by Dennis
Pruitt , USC’s vice president for
student affairs. The pair made
their way to civic, student and
alumni groups, and Pruitt was

Another ‘1’ bites the dust

ne r v ou s ab out how t o b e s t
introduce the new leader.
“I remember walking into this
ballroom, and he starts working
the room and talking to everyone,
making friends all over the room,”
Pruitt said. “He would get on an
airplane and introduce himself
to everyone down the aisle. He
k new ever y custodian’s name
on campus. He knew everyone
that worked in the cafeteria. He
knew so many students. He knew
professors. Everywhere he went,
he made friends.”
His gregarious style dominated
his presidency at the university.
He gave out sugar to students
looking for an extra cup to fulfill
a recipe. A group of st udents
made T-shirts saying “Sorensen is
my homeboy.”
Anna Hecksher, a fourth-year

chemistry student, remembers
a 2008 snowball f ight on t he
Horseshoe. Hu ndreds had
g at hered, t a l k i ng, t h row i ng
snowballs and lament ing t he
snow fall t hat wouldn’t st ick.
One st udent k nocked on t he
president’s door, and Sorensen
answered.
“He came outside and talked
to a huge impromptu group of
students for about 15 minutes
and just hung out with us on the
Horseshoe. This was at 11 p.m.
Finally after about 15 minutes, he
apologized for needing to leave
but said that he had just gotten
home before we k nocked and
hadn’t eaten dinner yet and was
starving.”
Katie Dzwierzynski, a fourthyear English student, was sitting
SORENSEN ● 2

Spurrier receives pay increase,
asks for no contract extension
Board also gives Staley
three-year extension
Josh Dawsey

JDAWSEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Steve Spurrier’s newest cont ract,
approved by USC’s board of trustees
Friday, includes a substantial raise but no
extension.
And that’s just how Spurrier wanted it,
USC Athletics Director Eric Hyman said
Friday afternoon.
Spurrier, who previously made about $2
million per year, will earn a $2.55 million
salary for 2011. His salary will increase to
$2.87 million in 2012 and will reach $2.95

million in 2013. The contract expires at
the end of 2013.
The coach will also receive a $1 million
one-time payment at the end of 2011,
pushing his salary to $3.55 million for that
year.
The salary increases will come from
g u a r a nt e e d out s ide c omp en s at ion
— or private dollars that come from
television and radio shows, commercial
endorsements, athletics shoes, equipment
or coaching apparel. His state-paid base
salary remains at $257,000 a year.
The raise was widely expected after
the Gamecocks won the SEC East in a
nine-win season that saw victories over
COACH ● 4
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Behind a stellar three-inning stint from closer Matt Price, the No. 3 South Carolina
baseball team defeated No. 1 Vanderbilt 5-3 Sunday to win the three-game series.
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SORENSEN ● Continued from 1
outside on the Horseshoe one afternoon in 2008, clad in a
University of Illinois T-shirt.
She was a first-year student, and Sorensen walked by and
struck up a conversation with her.
“After telling him I’d had numerous family members
attend there and had almost gone myself, we held a
15-minute conversation, and he made me feel a connection
between my old home and my new home that I hadn’t felt
yet. After four years at USC, that conversation with Dr.
Sorensen is still one of my fondest memories.”

His legacy
As a leader, Pruitt said Sorensen was an agent of change.
Some of his major credits include the new Carolina
Stadiu m, t he advent of I n nov ista , t he G amecock
Guarantee need-based scholarship program and the
Student Success Center. He deepened relationships with
community and civic leaders. His emotional leadership
during the Ocean Isle beach fire built a connection with
hundreds of students.
He worked 18 hours a day and always gave “110 percent,”
Pruitt said, never backing away from an emotional or
tough situation.
His main goal for the University of South Carolina: to
educate as many students as possible.
“He really thought we should give our attention to
minority students and low socioeconomic students,”
Pruitt said. “He was always looking after the little guy,
the downtrodden, the weak, that person that needed
taking care of,” Pruitt said. “He always felt that those of
us who had enriched lives should work to help and advance
others.”
Pastides said Sorensen increased standards for faculty
and built the profile of the institution across the Southeast.
Charles Bierbauer, dean of t he College of Mass
Communication and Information Studies, shared a special
bond with Sorensen. They both joined the university July
1, 2002.
Bierbauer said Sorensen would often create large visions
for projects and expect immediate, concrete results.
“He was straightforward, he was direct and he made
his expectations known,” Bierbauer said. “He liked to get

Courtesy of USC Media Relations

Andrew Sorensen, the well-dressed former USC president, speaks during a press conference in this undated photo.
things done, and he was accessible.”
And he was smart. He could talk jazz. He could talk
football. He could talk educational theory.
His jokes contained references to classic novels, his
health background or his extensive travels.
“If you didn’t have a good feel for the world, his humor
would sometimes bypass you,” Pruitt said.

A preacher, friend and husband
Sorensen was an ordained minister, and he’d travel
across the state at least twice a month to preach and sing.
He primarily visited African-American churches, Pruitt
said.
“He would go to rural churches in the middle of
nowhere,” Pruitt said. “If you asked him go to preach,
he’d go. He’d stay and eat and spend time with the folks.
I couldn’t tell you how many times he did it. It was in the
hundreds.”
Even after he stepped away from the presidency in 2008
and handed over the reins to Pastides, he often traveled
across the state.
That was just his style, Pastides said. He frequently
offered his advice and engaged in monthly conversations
with the president even after he left USC to take an
administrative job at Ohio State University in September

2010.
“He always told me he’d be there if I ever needed him,”
Pastides said. “Sometimes I called him, sometimes he
called me.”
Former Student Body President A ndrew Gaeckle
first met Sorensen in 2007 through his role in student
government. After Gaeckle was shot in the back during an
armed robbery earlier this year, Sorensen called him on
three separate occasions to check on him.
“He wanted people to k now t hat we are a great
community, and through his leadership, the Carolina
community was able to grow to a new level. We reached
the next tier,” Gaeckle said.
“I was a great admirer and considered him a great
friend.”
Of all his relationships, Sorensen was closest with
his wife Donna. Pruitt said Sorensen didn’t want to go
anywhere without her.“People don’t know what a wonderful
first lady she was,” Pruitt said. “She complemented him in
so many ways.”
He leaves behind his wife Donna and two children,
Aaron and Benjamin.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
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Alabama, Clemson, Florida, Tennessee and Georgia.
It also ups his salary to about average in the ultracompetitive SEC, where Alabama coach Nick Saban
makes about $6 million a year.
But the contract raises questions as to how long
Spurrier, 66, plans to lead the Gamecocks. Hyman said
USC would have granted Spurrier an extension had he
requested it.
The new contract also changes a few other clauses. If
the university fires Spurrier without cause in 2011, he
receives $2 million. In 2012, that number drops to $1.5
million, and it falls to $1 million in 2013. He previously
received a $500,000 buyout per year.
It also amends Spurrier’s contract concerning postseason appearances. Spurrier previously received a
$100,000 bonus if the Gamecocks played in a bowl game
after Jan. 1. Now, the coach only will receive the bonus
if the game is the Capital One Bowl, the Cotton Bowl or
the Chick-Fil-A Bowl.
USC played in the Papa Johns Bowl, a lower-tier bowl
played after Jan. 1, in 2010. Spurrier then refused to
accept the bonus.
The board also approved an extension and raise for
women’s basketball coach Dawn Staley.
Staley’s contract was extended three years until 2016,
and she is now guaranteed $675,000 a year between
base salary and guaranteed outside compensation from
television and radio appearances, endorsements and
fundraising activities. She previously made $650,000.
Also if Staley stays at USC through 2013, she won’t
have to repay the university a $150,000 loan. USC paid
Temple University $500,000 to buy out Staley’s contract
with her old employer, and Staley has reimbursed the
school over the past three years.
Staley also has the potential to make $6,750 if her
recruiting classes rank in the top-10 nationally.
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news

Mud run raises scholarship funds
More than 300 traipse
through dirty local farm
Taylor Cheney

TCHENEY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Boot c a mp -i n spi red ob st acle
courses spanned 5.2 miles of a local
family farm in Gaston County for
the 18th annual USMC Mud Run
Saturday.
Hosted by the Greater Columbia
Marine Foundation and recognized by
CNN as the largest mud run in North
America , the event attracted more
than 300 civilians and non-civilians in
more than 1,300 teams from diverse
locations to participate in the run’s 34
Chloe Gould / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
strenuous obstacles.
Te a m Mudder Tr uc ker f rom "Chosen Reservoir" forced participants to swim almost 50 feet in muddy waters.
Charlotte, who finished the course in
Sgt. James Ellis, 24, was volunteering
than it looks,” Miles said.
an hour and 20 minutes, said they did
Typically held once a year, the event a second year as a rescue swimmer
little to no training prior to the race
expanded in order to make room for its for the “Reservoir.” Although the
and had about four hours of sleep the
increasing amount of competitors and Charleston nat ive had not made
night before. Competing in the mud
was moved from its original location any saves at the time, Ellis said the
run for a second time, the team said
at McGrady Training Center, said most difficult part was being able to
their “strategy” proved well because
Katherine Swartz, executive director see through the mucky waters.“You
their time was nearly cut in half.
for Columbia Opportunity Resource, can’t see at all,” he said. “You just
“We were happy to support the
can’t.” Major William Hefty, 39, was
one of Mud Run’s partner groups.
Marine Corps and their families,” said
“ L a s t f a l l , w e h a d o v e r 8 0 0 volunteering as a general inspector
39-year-old Steve Duffy. “Definitely
participants, which was double the size, for the course. Having served more
the hardest part was the rope swing,
and it just became unmanageable,” than 20 years in the Marine Corps,
though. But we kicked ass.”
Hefty said he does not consider himself
Swartz said.
The rope swing, also known as
Swartz’s non-profit organization from any specific place but said he is
“The Tarzan,” was only completed by
works to foster leadership among thrilled to be part of the philanthropic
eight participants and was one of four
young people in the community, and in organization. “Our ultimate goal of
new obstacles implemented this year
doing so, it brought 310 volunteers to the Mud Run is to make donations to
designed by the Marine Foundation.
Saturday’s race — a decent percentage different scholarships and eventually
The obstacle was just as it sounds
being USC students. Though she has a full-ride,” he said. “In the past 17
— each participant was required to
never competed in the Mud Run, the years, we’ve generated a lot of revenue,
move from rope-to-rope using their
33-year-old Columbia native said she and we gave out seven scholarships just
arms and legs, or fall to a mud pool
is “glad to see so many people involved from last year’s race.”
three feet deep. Upon exiting the mud
Hefty said although scholarship
i n such a huge event.” A not her
pool, active-duty Marines instructed
defeating obstacle was the “Chosen recipients are not required to join
participants to complete a series of
Reservoir,” or the water hole. Racers the military, they should be part of
jumping jacks, squats, flutter kicks,
were required to jump in the 10-foot- ROTC and “demonstrate the same
push-ups and a general roll in the
deep water basin and swim its 48-foot core values and leadership skills that
mud. A three-minute penalty was also
length, or hold on to the rope until the military emphasizes.” To register
added to the times of those who did
the end, and exit. The obstacle was for the upcoming race in October or
not finish.
facetiously described by one Marine for more information on volunteering,
Shane Miles, 40, attempted to
rescue swimmer as “soothing,” and visit http://www.usmcmudrun.org.
make his way across “The Tarzan” as
many participants found their own way
a member of Team Muddy Buddies.
of completing it, either by floating on
Unfortunately, Miles dropped to his
their back or struggling to stay on one Comments on this story?
defeat after the third of eight ropes.
of the slippery ropes.
Visit: dailygamecock.com/news
“I didn’t make it. It’s a lot harder
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TO THE FOLLOWING RECIPIENTS OF THE

2011 Leadership
Ambassador of Service Award
Dr. Patrick Hickey

h

&

Service Awards
Hall of Leaders

Club Tennis at USC

Kara Apel, The Daily Gamecock
Caroline Clark, Campus Recreation
Jennifer Conner, Carolina Service Council
Caitlin Costello, WUSC-FM
Raymond Curbelo, Dance Marathon
Justin Dunham, Fraternity Council
Malia Griggs, Garnet & Black
Megan Kiley, Garnet Circle
Dominique Lamas, Residence Hall Association
Maurice Lanier, Association of African American Students
Alexandra Rippy, Carolina Productions
Ellen Searles, Sorority Council
Ebbie Yazdani, Student Government

Student Organization Advisor of the Year

Jessica Horton Outstanding New Student Leader

Outstanding Service-Learning Award
Dr. Mary Baskin Waters

Outstanding Staff Volunteer Award
Alisa Cooney Liggett

Outstanding Service Professional Award
Kathye Holder, The Nurturing Center

Outstanding Student Organization Service Award

Emily SanJose Davis

Benny Harris

Presidential Volunteer Service Award

Rosemary Broadway Memorial Scholarship

Gold Level
Molly Butters
Kiera Goff
Helen Knight
Katharine Parham
Nicholas Riley
Silver Level
Xi Chen
Caroline Clark

Bronze Level
Sarah Ali
Katie Boland
Caroline Crabbe
Janelle Gadson-Sheppard
Christina Galardi
Laurie Graves
Kevin Sheppard
Laura Simpson
Marcus Yancey

Outstanding Student Volunteer Award
Molly Butters

Laura Simpson

Wilson-Kibler Bicentennial Award
Nicholas Riley

Strom Thurmond-Steve Cannon Carolina Cares Scholarship
Kaeli Weaver

Caroliniana Awards
Megan Ananian
Hakeem Jefferson
Colin Kane
Helen Knight

Emily Matherly
Nadia Navab
Jessica Sharp
Aaron Shaull
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EDITORIAL BOARD

Former president established good
precedent, valuable relationships
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Spurrier deserving
of salary increase
Star football coach Steve Spurrier is receiving a
pay raise, and he deserves it.
With a previous annual salary of about $2 million
each year, he will be paid around $3 million by
2013.
Spu rrier has received less t han most ot her
SEC football coaches for a long time, and we
believe it’s about time that he is rewarded for his
accomplishments. Allowing Spurrier a pay raise is
a great decision, and the benefits of it extend far
beyond just benefiting him personally.
Spurrier’s salary doesn’t come from the university,
nor does it even come from the state. His earnings
are the result of product promotions, private dollars
and other outside sources, and this increased salary
is a good indication that he’s being bumped up a
couple notches on the totem pole.
Football is an integral
“This salary raise may part of our university’s
reputation and national
be necessary if we s t a t u s . A p a y r a i s e
to t he coach will
want our team and our hopefully serve to not
only reward him for his
university to rise even achievements but also
provide him with the
further in the ranks.” motivation to continue
investing the time and
energ y to bet ter t he
football team that is so crucial to our university.
Though Spurrier is underpaid compared to many
other coaches in the SEC even with a $3 million
dollar salary, the old adage still holds true: More
money often means more influence.
This salary raise may be necessary if we want our
team and our university to rise even further in the
ranks.
Spurrier’s raise is an indication of his increasing
power in the SEC, and with great power comes
great responsibility.
We expect to continue to see great things from
Spurrier and our team in the next few years to
come.

O n Fr iday, December 14, 20 07,
University of South Carolina President
A nd re w S ore n s e n a n nou nc e d h i s
i nt e nt io n s t o r e t i r e a s P r e s ide nt
e f f e c t i v e Ju l y 31, 20 0 8 . It w a s a
bittersweet moment on the Horseshoe
as our outstanding leader stood behind
a podium and announced his plans for
the future.
Mu c h h a s b e e n s a id ab o ut D r.
Sorensen’s great achievements since
becoming President of USC in 2002.
Under his leadership, the universit y
increased its research f u nding and
quality of the student body, established
a student Success Center and needbased scholarship program, increased
access by creating a statewide bridge
prog ram w it h t he state’s tech n ical
colleges, worked tirelessly to increase
private giving to the University, became
a founding partner in Health Sciences
Sout h Ca rol i na a nd st reng t hened
community relations, particularly within
t he A f rican-A merican com mu n it y.
Du r i ng h is tenu re, t he u n iversit y
gained national recognition in media,
including the Wall Street Journal, which
featured the university along with such
other top f lagships as the University
of North Carolina and the University
of W iscon si n for r isi ng ac adem ic
excellence.
W hile these accomplishments and
many others will certainly contribute
to Dr. Sorensen’s lasting legacy at USC,
I truly believe his greatest attribute
to our university was his unrelenting
devotion to its students. I had the great
honor of working with Dr. Sorensen
for over three years as a student leader,
particularly during my time as Student
Body President. I can say unequivocally
that this man cares deeply about the
students of our university and state.
Du r i ng my t ime as St udent
Body President, I often spoke to my
counterparts at other universities around
t he cou nt r y, and t hey were always
surprised by the relationship that I had
with the university President.
While most university administrators
see students as adversaries, Dr. Sorensen
saw us as partners who contributed a
wealth of knowledge and perspective
to the decisions that were made on our
campus. He included us in nearly every
major discussion and always allowed

us to give adv ice to him and ot her
administrators on university proposals
and policies that affected students at
our university. If there were issues we
were concerned with, he always did
ever ything in his power to lend his
support.
Dr. Sorensen had a sense of passion
that made students feel comfortable to
talk to him about their concerns. Just
this past year, two students ambitiously
inv ited t he President and his wife,
Don na, to have d i n ner w it h t hem
in their dorm to talk about research
opportunities. Dr. Sorensen respectfully
agreed and spent nearly two hours with
the students providing advice to them.
More personally, when I decided to defer
law school for a year after graduating
from USC in May, Dr. Sorensen saw
that my experience and love for Carolina
would be a good fit for his office and the
time would help me to rejuvenate my
mind and soul before taking this next
step in my life. He hired me to work for
him with the understanding that I was to
go to law school next year. These actions
are common of this President. He cared
about students and never forgets why he
went into this profession.
O n t he day of h is ret i rement
announcement, I stood side-by-side with
a number of other current and former
student leaders who had worked with
Dr. Sorensen during his five and a half
years at USC and reminisced with them
about working with this remarkable
president. Each of us had our ow n
stories and experiences with President
Sorensen. He took the university to new
heights on many fronts — academics,
student success, research, public-private
partnerships, private giving, community
relations — but the bar was raised even
higher in his defining how a president of
a university works and supports students.
That quality is at the core of what makes
a great president and Dr. Sorensen lived
that quality every day.
I will be forever grateful for the time I
spent with Dr. Sorensen. I am so blessed
and honored to have had him as a friend
and mentor. He certainly has a special
place in the hearts of Gamecocks around
the world, and we were so fortunate to
have had him as the leader of our great
institution.
—Tommy Preston, J r., 2006 -2007
Student Body President of USC
This column was published previously.

USC should reconsider honoring Rev. Wright
To President Pastides and the University of
South Carolina Board of Trustees,
The University of South Carolina will confer
upon Rev. G. Bryant Wright the honorary degree
of humane letters at this year’s commencement
exercises. As seniors preparing to graduate in
just a couple weeks, we vehemently oppose
this conferral and call on university officials
to reconsider bestowing upon Rev. Wright the
highest honor given any by our university, whose
Latin motto, Emollit mores nec sinit esse feros,
aptly sums up our belief that “learning humanizes
character and does not permit it to be cruel.”
A s pre sident of t he Sout her n Bapt ist
Convention and as the founder of Right from the
Heart Ministries, Wright leads a denomination
that has used its religious beliefs to justify its
opposition to hate crimes legislation that would
provide gays and lesbians the same protections
afforded other minority groups. He leads a
denomination that has publicly opposed a repeal
of Don’t Ask Don’t Tell that would allow gays and
lesbians to serve openly in our armed forces. In

short, Wright leads a denomination that believes
that gays and lesbians in this country are secondclass citizens, undeserving of the same rights and
privileges granted to others who live in a nation
that believes that “all men are created equal and
endowed by their creator with certain inalienable
rights, that among these are life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.”
Sure, we understand that there are many who
oppose the aforementioned policies. As students
who believe that reasonable people can disagree
about issues of our day, we understand that people
in this country have the right to be on the wrong
side of history. We understand that Wright and
others may never see the world the way we do.
But we refuse to believe that a university that
prides itself on being a place that “discourages
bigotry” should bestow upon any religious leader,
such as Bryant, such an esteemed honor.
When Wright is presented with his honorary
degree, it will not come from President Pastides
or the board of trustees. It will come from the
University of South Carolina — an institution
of more than 28,000 students from every walk of

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
c o l u m n s . C o l u m n i s t s s h o u l d ke e p
submissions to about 50 0 words in
length and include the author’s name and
position. Guest columns are limited to
three per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length and
clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must conform
to the legal standards of USC Student
Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us
know about it. Email gamecockopinions@sc.edu and we will print
the correction in our next issue.

Sincerely,
Taylor Cain, Fourth-year history student and
former student body vice president
Hakeem Jefferson, Fourth-year political science student and senior columnist for The Daily Gamecock

New experiences
key to happiness
It’s a really strange
word sometimes, and
it often escapes us. We
often think it will be in
a relationship, in a car,
or in a part y that we
got invited to, but in a
larger sense it’s much
deeper than that. It’s
virtue. It’s immovable,
sustained joy that can’t
truly be taken by the
cha nges i n l ife t hat
sometime s blindside
us. It’s often the simple
things that work out
in ou r favor t hat
make the
tort u res
of the
d a i l y
g r i n d
b e a r able
a nd t h at
makes us
Robert
feel much
Sinners
First-year
better
graduate student
when we
fall asleep
at night.
Happiness is
discovering your own
character and making
it work in this big ol’
mess we’ve got going
o n h e r e . I t i s n’t a
dream, but it’s a real,
attainable thing that
w e a l l d e s i r e . It i s
recognizing what you
hold dear and making
your plans around that
dream.
If you fi nd that your
desires are a reflection
of who you are, then
you need to realize no
one is stoppi ng you
from attaining those
desires. All you have to
do is make it happen.
Finding happiness
can be simpler t han
you t h i n k , a nd it
m ight lie in get t ing
out a nd d iscover i ng
the world and yourself
along with it. Travel.
Be spontaneous.
Expose yourself to a
new env i ron ment ,
experiences, and new
people.
I lo v e t h i s t ow n ,
this state, but seeing
t he world m ight be
in order for t hree
months if you haven’t
considered it. If
stay ing arou nd is in
order, make a routine
out of something you
don’t do now. Go run
down by the river, join
a climbing g y m, but
most importantly, fi nd
your calling.
T h is s u m mer is a
chance to go out and
fi nd that which makes
you happy.
Take three months
and do it. Calculate a
risk. And get out in the
trenches.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
Viewpoints page is to stimulate discussion
in the Unive r sit y of South Ca rolina
community. All published authors are
expected to provide logical arguments to
back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourage s
readers to voice opinions and offers three
methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

life. As you think about what this conferral will
mean, we encourage you to think about those
gay and lesbian students who have invited their
friends and family to join them on one of the
most important days of their lives.
Think of how they must feel knowing that
the university they have come to love sees fit to
commend a religious leader who, through his
work, has helped create a society that sees them
as undeserving of rights afforded others, simply
because of their sexual orientation. And if that is
not enough to make you reconsider your decision,
we encourage you to re-read the Carolinian
Creed that you so often talk about. And if after
reading it, you aren’t moved to pick up the phone
and tell Rev. Wright that you have had a change
of heart, we would ask that you consider rewriting the fourth tenet of that Creed.

Change up
your routine
this summer
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“Art is science made clear.”
— Wilson Mizner
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Grits wows
with image,
music fusion
Microorganisms
take center stage in
Vishniac “experiment”
Jimmy Gilmore

JGILMORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Photos by Chloe Gould / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Chazwick Bundick (top left) the brainchild of Columbia-based electronic act Toro Y Moi, headlined the Indie Grits festival’s featured concert Saturday night.

Toro Y Moi brings chillwave
Indie Grits festival features
Columbia electronic group
Chloe Gould & Cam Powell
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Electronic act Toro Y Moi, fronted by
Columbia native and USC alum 24-year-old
Chazwick Bundick, headlined the Indie Grits’
show at ReSale ReVue in West Columbia late
Saturday night.
Joined by opening acts Valley Maker and
Mermaids, the show proved a success after a
long night and a tough start to the featured
act’s set.
The night, which was slated to start at 9 p.m.,
saw its fair share of complications, including a
crackdown by the fire marshal, strictly limiting
the venue to 300 people. The event, which cost
$15 for a regular ticket, was sold out at opening,
turning fans hoping to snag a door ticket away
all night.
Valley Maker, the first opening act of the
evening, is a product of USC alumnus Austin
Crane’s senior thesis. The Columbia singer/
songwriter wrote a full length album centered

around the narratives of the book of Genesis.
The group’s folk-laden sound hinges on
Crane’s emotive and pensive vocals, which
poke and prod at the minds of listeners during
songs such as “The First” and “Names.”
The Mermaids, the night’s second act,
played rowdy rock with a beach music vibe.
The Atlanta-based act has received positive
press from the New York Times, which
praised their music as, “jangly surf and garageinfluenced rock with a sharp sense of melody.”
Band member Noah Adams, a Columbia
native, describes the group’s sound as “loud,
pyschedelic, doo-wop, punk.”
A close-knit crowd — who took venue-front
breaks together, swayed their heads in sync
and fashioned the same electronic-beat dance
moves — couldn’t get enough of Toro Y Moi,
patiently waiting it out through an early-set
technical mishap. After the quartet’s first
song, the guys couldn’t get the computer and
soundboard together, and had to break after
a few stalled starts. Bundick, however, didn’t
shy off stage and send for technical support,
but called for the house music and started work

himself on the quickly-fixed problems.
The guys wasted no time jumping back into
the line-up, allowing the music to speak for
itself. There was no fuss, no elaborate stage
work, no crowd-engaging claps — the music
consumed the room, and as you looked around
the audience, there was not one person immune
to the Toro chill.
The band seconded the musical feeling.
Sweat dripped from the drummer’s nose, and
the guitarist tapped his navy blue Converses
against the stage, emotionally straining his
whole self into the backing vocals. Bundick’s
vocals remained pristine in the upper register
throughout the set, and the band continually
used breaks in between songs to express their
love for their hometown of Columbia.
It was chill. It was trippy. It was downto-earth. The up-and-coming chillwave
phenomenon rushed into the crowd’s realm,
with the music, talent and sheer originality of
the sound standing alone in the act’s hometown.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

Crafty Feast draws vendors out of the woodwork
Artists display handmade
products at annual fair
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Crafty Feast, Indie Grits Festival’s
“indie craft fair,” lined Main and College
streets Saturday afternoon, showcasing
more than 70 vendors and each of their
unique and varied creations.
Handmade jewelry, animal-shaped
mirrors and abstract art-inspired felt dolls
— every imaginable craft was represented
at the Feast, all housed under white tents
that fought the wind and rain throughout
the afternoon. The fair, which was
scheduled from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., was
delayed until noon because of the weather,
and although the conditions proved to be
a hassle for vendors — with a few gusts
sending crafts, tents and business cards
flying — Feast-goers still came out to
support the local artists.
One of the first vendors on College
Street’s craft row, set up right across from
the Byrnes Building, was E. Brenton
Sadreameli, t he founder of Mr. B’s
Glassworks and Bottleneck Guitar Slides.
Sadreameli’s works included recycled
glass beer, wine and liquor bottles turned
glassware and bottleneck guitar slides.
Some of the more simple glasses were fit
for the china cabinet, while others were
more obviously recycled, sporting Rolling
Rock, Corona and Grey Goose logos.
Sadreameli, whose glassware is also
available at t he State Museum and
Columbia Museum of Art, first started
making the glasses as gifts for friends, and
dishware for his studio, located on State
Street. He also does woodwork and metal
work, but the glassware and guitar slides
are his main gig.
Elizabeth Squires, who drove from
Bloomington, Ind. for Craft y Feast,

showcased a table full of “Cornfed Crafts,”
and performed tarot card readings at
the fair. She sold a nice collection of
handmade, pop-culture jewelry, buttons,
tacks, paintings and candles, bringing a
lot of beer-related paraphernalia into her
designs, admitting, “I don’t drink beer
though, so it’s kind of weird.”
Squires’ collection favorites are candlefilled glasses that she’s dubbed “Your Own
Personal Jesus.” Painted with outlines
of “St. Prince” and “St. Elvis,” they are
known as the “hipster cannon of saints.”
The Indiana native also drew fair-goers
to her table with her tarot card readings,
which cost $1 for ever y card, using
tarot reading skills she learned from her
elementary school Girl Scout leader. The
“Cornfed Crafts” can be found at bsqu.
tumblr.com.
Lucas Sams, a fourth-year art studio
student, set up shop on Main Street,
selling his paintings and adding to his
creations in the middle of the street.
Friends and bassist from Sams’ band Pray
for Triangle Zero played the keyboard,
violin and guitar in front of his display,
luring in the crowd. Sams offered his 3-D
glasses to visitors saying, “It’s like you’re
on LSD.”
Sams has done a lot of work with Toro Y
Moi’s bassist, including one large painting
priced at around $350.
Crafty Feast represented all of the best
from Columbia’s undercover arts scene,
bringing some of the most talented artists
out of the woodwork and highlighting
some of the most original and high-scale
crafts in town. Aside from the rows of
vendors, the cultural experience was made
complete with live music, beer and food
from College Grounds Cafe, Hunter
Gatherer and other local eateries.
Photos by Chloe Gould / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

The craft fair housed cork rings by Jen Moreau (top), glasses
by Sadreameli (middle) and paintings by Sams (bottom).

For complete coverage of Indie Grits, check out our blog at TDGFestivalPass.blogspot.com

Festival director Andy Smith
called it, “an experiment.” A
fusion of recorded images and
live music, of disembodied
sou nds a nd m icroscopic
organisms, the Indie Grits’s
“Bickel Avec Vishniac” event
represented everything that
made the event stand out and
demand to be taken seriously as
a growing art festival.
Roman Vishniac was
a pioneering microcinematographer who
discovered new ways to film
microscopic organisms. His
work might be most familiar
t o t h e p u b l i c f r o m PB S
documentaries about the life of
such creatures. Fifty minutes of
“outtakes” from the University
of South Carolina’s Moving
Image Research Collection’s
Vishniac Collection, edited
down from hundreds of hours
of footage, puts the focus on
movement.
Tiny creatures blown up on
a big screen. Pulsing, gyrating,
mutating. Behind them, Chris
Bickel performed improvised
sou nd m i x i ng a nd ef fect s
based on his conceptions and
interpretations of the footage.
Some effects came prepared;
others culled from his existing
library; others still made up on
the spot; all of it fused together
as a live performance. It was
the fi rst time Bickel had seen
the footage all together.
Dressed in a simple black
suit with black tie (a la David
Lynch’s Dale Cooper from
television series “Twin Peaks”),
Bickel stood on stage beneath a
projector. The audience could
watch him watching the screen,
performing his every move.
The eerie music, t he
unrecognizable images — it
a l l felt l i ke it was t a k i ng
place somewhere other than
“here.” Sure, it’s not quite a
Lynch dreamscape — where
objects take on new meanings,
music decentralizes a sense of
space and performance reigns
over all — but it’s the closest
metaphor to describe the event.
Dr. Mark Cooper, director of
USC’s Moving Image Research
Collections, spoke before and
after the film. He was also sure
to echo Smith’s description of
the event as an “experiment.”
Cooper called it a merging
of interests and communities
that explored the relationship
between image and sound.
It was ha rd not to be
constantly at awe with the
detail, the texture and the
movement of the critters as they
loomed across the screen. The
Vishniac screenings provided
an equal amount of exploration
and experimentation.
Rachel Allen, a fourth year
media arts and film and media
studies student, edited the
footage and joined Cooper
and Bickel after the screening
to discuss the process. She
alluded several times to ideas
about motion and evolution,
where sif t ing t hrough t he
footage became a process more
about highlighting Vishniac’s
fasci nat ion w it h t hese
creatures’ movements.
Indie Grits lets the MIRC
showcase its collect ion in
a daring new way and gives
academics like Cooper and
performers like Bickel a place
to converge in dynamic ways.
Such a unique program idea —
live performance mixed with
archival outtake footage — is
daring at least and brilliant at
best.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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Edwin McCain (left) played to a huge crowd (right) at West Columbia’s Riverwalk Music Festival Saturday night. The singer performed a mix of classic favorites and unexpected covers.

Edwin McCain lights up Riverwalk
Country-rock star creates intimate atmosphere
with personal stories, emotional song choices
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

With striped lawn chairs, picnic blankets and neon
green cups filled with beer, West Columbia’s Riverwalk
Amphitheater became the site of a miniature country-rock
concert Saturday night, welcoming home S.C. native Edwin
McCain as the headlining act at the fifth-annual Riverwalk
Music Festival.
Hundreds showed up to support McCain in his two-hour
set, filling the amphitheater bench seating and overflowing
onto the surrounding lawn and walkway. McCain and his
three-man band played a solid set, pleasing fans with old
favorites and proving that he is much more than 1998’s “I’ll
Be.”
Hootie and the Blowfish guitarist Mark Bryan joined
McCain and the band on stage for a cover of The Band’s
“The Weight,” with Bryan laying down a pretty solid guitar
solo before heading back to his seat in the middle of the
crowd.

McCain said, “If it wasn’t for Hootie and the Blowfish,
I wouldn’t have a career,” preluding “The Weight” with a
little anecdote about how they met when he was a student at
USC — for one semester.
“After one semester, I realized the university and I had
nothing to offer each other,” McCain said.
The all-American concert stuck to McCain’s roots for the
most part, but it wasn’t without some musical surprises. The
songster threw the chorus of Bob Marley’s “No Woman,
No Cry” into the performance of his original “I’ve Seen A
Love,” pulling off a nice country/rock/reggae collaboration.
The rocker set a laid-back and very intimate vibe, despite
the hundreds of people circled around the small, tentcovered stage. He threw in jokes, tales of the band on the
road and stories behind each of the set’s songs.
McCain introduced his popular song “Gramercy Park
Hotel” with, “I used to have to give my license to get the
light bulbs, and now it’s been renovated right out of my price
range.”
He talked about exploring his Scottish roots and reflected
on a visit to his uncle’s old pool hall “Barry’s on the Hill”
where he devastatingly realized, “I can never be in Earth,
Wind & Fire, because I’m not black.”
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It was clear that the Edwin McCain Band is a tight-knit
group of musicians. The frontman joked about drummer
Tromell Blassingame’s nickname, “The Jamboni,” and gave
a shout-out to Craig Shields on the saxophone, who has been
playing with McCain for 21 years.
The show wrapped up before McCain returned to stage,
solo, to have a little humor-infused heart-to-heart with the
audience and an acoustic, raw and moving final song.
McCain talked about his wife — who he profiled
throughout the night — sharing with audience stories about
her service work in Ecuador and an incident with a chain
saw in carry-on luggage. He was adopted as a child, and
told the audience about his two sons, who are seven months
apart, leaving the audience to do the math.
“How do you have two kids seven months apart?” McCain
said, “You tell your wife you want to adopt.”
The crowd was overcome with McCain’s overwhelmingly
genuine persona throughout the night, and it all rang true
during the closing song, as couples swayed to the heartfelt
ballad, a story of personal struggle and love come true.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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PhD ● By Jorge Cham

The Scene

USC

TODAY
THE ILLUSIONIST
6 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre,
937 Main St.
MONDAY “MINDTEAZE” TRIVIA
9 p.m., no cover
The White Mule,
1530 Main St.

HOROSCOPES

TOMORROW
A R IES

Changes
necessitate budget revisions.
Don’t let a windfall slip
t h rough you r f ingers.
Take some time to express
yourself creatively today.
You r bu si ness l ife may
overpower your personal
life. Be aware.

TAURUS

You may
find yourself in conf lict
between love and career.
Use your imagination and
choose wisely. Sometimes
there are more choices than
those visible. Think outside
of the box.

GEMINI

A time of
intense productivity begins
today. Keep your eye on the
ball and stay light on your
feet because the game goes
fast. Keep a trusted coach
nearby for st rateg y and
support.

C A NCER Finish
up a big project and then
celebrate with loved ones.
Practice compassion and
imagine a loving future.

L EO

Your curiosity makes you
quite attractive. You move
the idea outside the box.
Pay extra on bills instead
of wasting money. No more
procrastination for the next
few days.

VIRGO Your ability
to concent rate w i l l be
enhanced marvelously for
the next two days. You’re
smart and getting smarter.
Take advantage to really
study for a challenge.

Lean on a friend and provide
a steady shoulder in turn.
Let yourself get romantic.
Extra paperwork leads to
extra profits. Leave time for
a wish to come true.

L I BR A Use you r
i mag i nat ion to ma ke
something better. Don’t
quest ion ever y t h ing
so much. It’s not worth
a r g u i n g n o w. E n j o y
peaceful moments instead.
This is worth gold.
SCORPIO

You’re
more powerf ul t han
you think so stay out of
somebody else’s argument.
Use that persuasion for
more important things.

ILO FERRIERA
6 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show,
$8 in advance, $10 day of
show
The White Mule,
1530 Main St.

SAGIT TA RIUS

T he r u mor s
may not match the facts
so don’t just take it blindly
on faith. Move for ward
s l o w l y a n d c a r e f u l l y.
D i s p e l c o n f u s io n a nd
don’t be intimidated. Do
your own research.

C A PR ICOR N

AQUA RIUS Put
off lazing around. You’ve
got t he energ y to make
things happen. Mark things
off your list. Crazy dreams
seem possible, and the road
seems visible.
PI S C E S V i s it a s
many loved ones as you can
without getting frazzled.
Changes must be made.
Let your imagination loose.
Everything’s done for love.
Learn from a recent loss.

PICTURE OF THE DAY

B R O K E N C Y D E , VA M P I R E S
EVERYWHERE!, DOT DOT CURVE,
IT BOYS
7 p.m., $13 in advance, $15
day of show
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

SKA IS DEAD ‘YOUNG GUNS’ TOUR W/ WE ARE
THE UNION, THE FORTHRIGHTS, STUCK LUCKY,
HAWAIIAN SHIRT DAY
7 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

CALENDAR
WHAT: Student Filming
WHEN: 1 p.m.
WHERE: Russell House
Theater
WHAT: Year End
Reception
WHEN: 2 p.m.
WHERE: Gressette
WHAT: Pillars Training
WHEN: 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Russell House
203

Crossword

WHAT: Students for Life
Weekly Meeting
WHEN: 6 p.m.
WHERE: RH 348

WHAT: Impact Women’s
Bible Study
WHEN: 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 309

WHAT: ICE General Body
Meeting
WHEN: 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 203

WHAT: USC Amnesty
International Meeting
WHEN: 8 p.m.
WHERE: RH 315

WHAT: AMP Weekly
Meeting
WHEN: 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: RH 205

WHAT: News From Last
Thursday Meeting
WHEN: 9 p.m.
WHERE: RH 309

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

04/18/11

Brought to you by:

free

Bible Study
Sunday 10AM
Shandon Baptist
5250 Forest Dr.

College Lunch
May 1
Shandon Gym
After Worship

Dustin Glendinning / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Crafty Feast, one of many events featured during the Indie Grits festival this weekend,
allowed festival-goers to interact with regional and national artists and vendors.

04/18/11

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
d
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
Stu
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

Solution from 04/15/11

ACROSS
1 Rollicking good time
6 “Pipe down!”
10 The man’s partner, in
a Shaw title
14 Western neckwear
15 Leer at
16 “Très __!”
17 Screw-up
18 Fuzzy image
19 Jedi guru
20 Cop’s oftenunreliable
lead
23 Apostropheless
possessive
26 Start of a Latin I
conjugation
27 Snack for a gecko
28 Retailer’s private
label
32 Milne hopper
33 Caroline Kennedy, to
Maria Shriver
34 Three-layer snacks
36 Clerical robes
37 “The Bachelor” network
38 Laundry
42 Martial artsinﬂuenced
workout
45 Chewed like a beaver
47 RR stop
50 Facetious name for a
school cafeteria staple
52 Checkers demand
54 Glutton
55 Lic.-issuing bureau
56 “The Gong Show”
regular with a paper bag
on his head, with “the”
60 March Madness org.
61 Passed with ﬂying
colors
62 Up front
66 Former U.N. leader
Waldheim
67 Row of waiters
68 Dweebish
69 Evian et al.
70 WWII carriers
71 Swap
DOWN
1 Air gun pellets
2 Chaney of horror
3 Chicken-king link

Solution 04/15/11

4 Davenport,
e.g.
5 West Coast
ocean
concern
6 Mingle
(with)
7 Like an
extremely
unpleasant
situation
8 Inner city
blight
9 Jane Eyre,
e.g.
10 Deep ﬁssure
11 Tear gas target
12 Sawbones
13 Shape up
21 Harbinger
22 Reverse
23 Machu Picchu architect
24 Home Depot buy
25 Cold shoulder
29 Right hand: Abbr.
30 Mechanical worker
31 Circumference part
35 Performed in an
aquacade
37 “Washboard” muscles
39 Astounded
40 Fabric joint
41 Rec room centerpiece
43 1-Down, e.g.

44 Cyclone’s most
dangerous part
45 Harsh
46 NFLer who used to
play in Yankee Stadium
47 Striped stinkers
48 Costner/Russo golf
ﬂick
49 Anatolian Peninsula
capital
51 Some Horace poems
53 Pesky ﬂiers
57 “JAG” spin-off
58 Penny
59 “Moonstruck” Oscar
winner
63 Memorable time
64 Total
65 Color, in a way
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National champions take two of
three from No. 1 Vanderbilt
Ryan Velasquez

RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Matt Price earned the win in South Carolina’s 5-3 triumph over Vanderbilt on
Sunday, the Gamecocks’ fourth against a No. 1 team this season.

Beating top-ranked opponents has become a
common occurrence for South Carolina’s athletic
programs in the past year. That trend continued
this weekend at Carolina Stadium.
After falling 6-4 on Saturday following a 3-1
win in game one, the Gamecocks overcame an
early deficit on Sunday with a four-run rally
in the seventh. They proceeded to hold off the
Commodores from there, behind the arm of Matt
Price, clinching the series with a 5-3 victory.
“For the third day in a row, it was a great college
baseball game with two pretty good teams going at
each other,” said coach Ray Tanner. “I’m extremely
proud of our players for battling when we couldn’t
get anything going. We sort of just willed our way
to trying to be successful today.”
The rally was sparked by Steven Neff, a regular
left-handed pitcher who had his first at-bat of the
season just one day earlier. Trailing 3-1, Neff
slapped the first pitch of the inning into the rightfield corner for a double, marking the first hit of
his college career and just the fifth hit of the day
for Carolina.
“It was a close game, and being a lead-off [hitter],
you need to try to get on base,” Neff said. “I was
just trying to make contact. He threw a pitch right
down the middle and I took advantage of it.”
Following a Peter Mooney walk, Robert Beary
managed to lay a bunt down the third-base line
that was too much for Vanderbilt pitcher Will
Clinard to handle, loading the bases for pinchhitter Greg Brodzinski. With a 1-1 count, Clinard
hit Brodzinski in the arm, allowing Neff to trot
in from third and keep the bases full for Jackie
Bradley Jr.
Bradley — who moved from batting third to
first in the lineup after going 1-9 in games one
and two — added his second hit of the day with a
single to center that dropped just in front of VU
outfielder Connor Harrell’s glove, scoring Mooney
from third to tie the game at 3-3.
Scott Wingo completed the comeback moments
later with an RBI groundout to second base, and
Brady Thomas added one more with a sacrifice
fly to center, giving Carolina a two-run advantage

going to the eighth.
“I told the players I was proud of them, and I
would have said that had we lost today,” Tanner
said. “They do what they can to win. They fight,
scratch, claw and show up and go. That’s really all
you can ask of your players. We’re fortunate.”
W it h t he moment u m beh ind t hem, t he
Gamecocks’ hopes of securing the win fell on the
shoulders of Price — who relieved starter Forrest
Koumas in the sixth after back-to-back home
runs from Aaron Westlake and Jason Esposito.
Slated to face the two sluggers to start the eighth,
Price managed to strike out both then proceeded
to punch out Mike Yastrzemski to retire the
Commodores in order.
In the bottom half of the inning, however, Price
found himself in the ninth spot in the lineup and
forced to make an at-bat in order to remain in the
game.
“I was concerned,” Tanner said. “I had to point
my finger at him in the dugout and said, ‘Whatever
you do, don’t you dare swing that bat.’ He did hit
20 home runs his senior year of high school, but he
hadn’t been using those muscles that you have to
use to swing the bat.”
Stepping to the plate with one out and a runner
at second, Price managed to foul one pitch away,
but struck out moments later.
“After the first strike, he gave me the look that
said, ‘I’m getting ready to swing this thing,’”
Tanner said. “I tried to get him to take a little
swing, not a big one.”
The ninth wouldn’t prove to be as easy as the
previous inning, as the Commodores proceeded
to get a pair of runners on base with one out.
Price struck out Harrell for out number two, but
allowed the runners to advance with a wild pitch
against outfielder Tony Kemp. The preseason
All-American settled down, however, and with
the 8,242 in attendance on their feet, managed to
catch Kemp looking at strike three to shut down
the rally and clinch the series.
“I think it was a combination of the battle that
we had and our fans today,” Tanner said. “It helped
us create a rally there late and it’s very important
for our environment here at home. I’m grateful for
that and I’m really proud of my players to come
back today.”
Comments on this story?
Visit: dailygamecock.com/sports

Kratch: USC one wacky, fearless, outstanding team
Gamecocks play loose,
win big once again
Carolina Stadium saw its third
consecutive sellout crowd on Sunday.
By the end of the game, all 8,242 of
them had their hearts in their throats,
no matter if they wore garnet and black
or black and gold.
It got “hairy,” as USC coach Ray
Tanner so succinctly put it. His No.
3 Gamecocks led 5-3 and had closer
Matt Price on the mound, but at the
same time top-ranked
Va nde r b i lt h ad t he
t ying run in scoring
position and had leadoff
m a n To n y K e m p ,
who entered the game
hitting .331, at the plate.
T he mo me nt w a s
James
a b o u t a s r i c h w it h
Kratch
jkratch@
tension, an x iet y and
dailygamecock.
excitement as you’re
com
going to get f rom a
regular season baseball
game. It was being played in Columbia
during the month of April, but it felt
like Omaha in June.
If you looked inside the South
Carol i na dugout t hough, you
wouldn’t have known it. Many of the
Gamecocks, led by Michael Roth,
were jumping, dancing and gyrating,
imitating the Globo Gym Purple
Cobra motions from the seminal
A merican cinematic achievement
“Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story.”
You certainly wouldn’t have known
it if you gazed out into the USC
bullpen either. There, the handful of
inhabitants were assembled shoulderto-shoulder, high-kicking like they
were the Radio City Rockettes and it
was Christmas in Manhattan.
Sure, it’s an unorthodox way to
approach such a dramatic moment. But
then again, this is an unorthodox team,
and in a good way. As evidenced by the
national championship rings they wear
on their fingers, their way works.
“That’s what helps us stay relaxed,”
said Jackie Bradley Jr. of his team’s
loose temperament. “No matter if
we’re down, up; we’re always messing
around.”
Tanner said coming into the series
his team had no fear of playing a No.

1 team. He might as well have said his
team has no fear of anything, because
that appears to be the case.
For six innings Sunday, there was no
joy off the banks of the Congaree for
the home team. It appeared a foregone
conclusion; Vanderbilt was going to
ride another strong starting pitching
performance to victory and would
head right into their luxury sleeper
buses behind the right field wall with a
series win, sole possession of first place
in the Southeastern Conference, and
another week at the top of the polls
guaranteed.
Even USC was willing to admit
such. When closer Matt Price was
put into the game at the top of the
seventh, the signal was clear: if one
more Commodore crossed home plate,
the day was done.
But through it all, the Gamecocks
stayed loose and stayed cool. Price
held Vandy down, and then came
heaven in the seventh — a rally started
by pitcher-turned-designated hitter
Steven Neff’s first career hit morphing
into a four-run explosion when it
seemed impossible that the Gamecocks
could even score one more run.
But they got the job done then and
in in the ninth as well. Another No. 1,
another series win. Who knows what
Monday’s updated Baseball America
poll will bring, but it very likely could
bring the Gamecocks back to the spot
they left Rosenblatt Stadium in last
season. If it does, it’ll get there as a
unit.

A wacky, fearless, outstanding unit.
“We really take pride in working
together and being a team,” Bradley
said. “Last year’s team was last year’s
team. We knew what it took to get
back to where we were.”
Those extracurricular activities in
the dugout and bullpen — Bradley
deemed what the relievers do on what
seems to be a daily basis “crazy antics”
— are just a manifestation of what
the All-American outfielder said is
“amazing” team chemistry. A lot of
people, especially grizzled baseball
men who love and respect the game so
much, would look down on the antics
as a sign a team doesn’t understand the
magnitude of the moment and of how
to play the sport. Tanner will quickly
disabuse such thoughts though.
“They get it,” he said. “There’s
going to be struggles, there’s going to
be down times. And you’re not going
to be good all the time. You sort of
got to keep it in perspective and hope
you’ve got enough people surrounding
you.
“At the end of the day, I think this
group really likes to win. They’d
sacrifice a lot just to get a win.”
South Carolina rolled in loose
and carefree and sent Rosenblatt
Stadium’s last capacity mob home
h appy la st s u m mer. I f it keep s
playing, and winning, like it did this
weekend against the team deemed
the nation’s best, it might just find
itself welcoming the new place’s first
sellout crowd.

Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

For South Carolina, the final moments of Sunday’s 5-3 win didn’t appear tense.
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After reaggravating his hamstring injury on
Saturday night, Adam Matthews is out indefinitely.

INJURY
REPORT
Adam Matthews
In the midst of its series victory over No. 1
Vanderbilt, South Carolina took a hit Saturday
night when outfielder Adam Matthews was
forced to leave the game after aggravating a
strained left hamstring.
The junior went down in the sixth inning on
a groundball out to first, during which he slid
headfirst into the base, came up limping and
required help to return to the dugout.
Matthews suffered the initial injury in the final
game of the Florida series, but returned to the
lineup against Tennessee after a five-game
hiatus.
Coach Ray Tanner said the injury might
sideline Matthews for the remainder of the
season.
“I hate to be pessimistic, but it’s unlikely that
he’ll play again,” Tanner said. “He could maybe
come back and get some pinch-hit opportunities
or maybe DH with some controlled running, but
it’s just not encouraging. It’s a pretty severe
hamstring injury.”
The word also remains out on Jake Williams
return. The junior was suspended indefinitely last
week and Tanner said it is yet to be determined
when he will return.
“I don’t know where that is,” Tanner said.
“I thought it might have been resolved and it
hasn’t been. That’s where it is as far as I’m
concerned.”
— Compiled by Ryan Velasquez

HOUSING
4BR/2BA House. Old Shandon.
Available Aug 1 $1,495. 318-0279
4BR/2BA House. Shandon. Available
June 1. $1,595. 318-0279
2BR/2BA House. Shandon. Available
June 1. $995 318-0729
1-4 BR APTS. USC AREA. rajaluri@
aeliusa.com www.uscarearentals.com.
803.318.0800.
USC Area SUMMER RENTALS:
1-5BR. www.uscarearentals.com.
803.318.0800.
At The Woodlands
My roommate and I are both
Subleasing
- Subleasing for May 1, 2011 and
August-July 28 2012
- Its $625 with a utility $55 cap
alishatyler22@gmail.com or
rashondajordan@gmail.com
3BR/1BA apartment located on
Greene St. near campus. Comes
with washer/dryer, full kitchen, and
screened-in porch. Available May to
Aug. email kagen@email.sc.edu for
price and details.
3BR/1BTh LAURENS ST Dplx w/
stv-refg,Ha/c,water,Parking $925
+Sdep+yr lse+ ref 803-6734591++803-561-9636
$375 Room for rent in my 3BR 1BA
house in Cayce. Females only. All
Utilities.803 269-7452

HOUSING
SUMMER SUBLEASE
NEW 1 BR. FURNISHED. 1 BLOCK
TO RUSSELL HOUSE. 500/
MONTH INCLUDES EVERYTHING
W/PARKING. AVAIL MAY-JULY 31.
EMAIL GOSSA@EMAIL.SC.EDU

MISC
SUMMER STORAGE Don’t lug it
home Store it at the closest storage to
USC. Rosewood/Sumter St. Storage
212 S. Sumter St & 410 Superior St.
252.7526 rosewoodselfstorage.com

EMPLOYMENT
BARTENDING $250/dayNo exp nec.
Training available. 800-965-6520 x253
MOBILE WAITERS NEEDED Immediate interviews. PT or FT, make
your own hours, flexible shifts, avg.
$10-$14 per hour. Must have own
car, cell phone with texting, GPS, be
18+. Call 888-334-9675 ext. 0, email
blatendresse@d-d-i.com, or go to
www.d-d-i.com.
Afternoon Child Care Provider
Local church preschool 10 minutes
from campus, is looking for a
dependable individual to work in the
afternoons, Mon - Fri from 1-6pm.
until the end of May. We are also
looking for teachers and substitutes
for the summer. Individuals must
have experience working with
children. Please send resume to
eds@eastminster-pcusa.org or call
771-1512 for more information.
Internships: Adv/Mkt, PR, Mgmt,
Events, & More. 873.8000
BriefsMagazineOnline.com
Part-Time Medical Records Clerk
Busy downtown Dermatology
Practice is looking for a dependable,
part-time medical records clerk with
strong organizational and filing skills.
This is a permanent position. Please
email resume to
galfordderm@gmail.com

MISC
New Queen Mattress
Queen Mattress for sale. Brand new.
I can deliver it. $150 381-5648

LIFEGUARD TRAINING CLASSES
offered at Harbison Rec. Center call
D. Cartee @ 803-781-2281 for more
info.

HUNGER HAS A
FAVORITE BAND,
TOO.
1 IN 6 AMERICANS NOW STRUGGLES WITH HUNGER.

TOGETHER
WE’RE

Hunger is closer than you think. Reach out to your local food bank
for ways to do your part. Visit FeedingAmerica.org today.

